
 
 

MIN 250 Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care Graduating Project 
Winter 2020 

 

 
Instructor Name:  Gloria J. Woodland, MACS, DMin 
BoothUC Email: Gloria_Woodland@boothuc.ca 
Duration:   January 13, 2020 to April 09, 2020 
Delivery Mode:   Online 
Credits:    3 credit hours 
Prerequisites:   Completion of all Certificate in Chaplaincy Courses, except practicum 
 
Voluntary Withdrawal Deadline: March 6, 2020 
Time Extension Application Deadline:  March 27, 2020 
 
Course Description 
 
This course will be the concluding piece of academic work for the Certificate in 
Chaplaincy/Spiritual Care. The student will complete either a practical project with research and 
written work to demonstrate their learning or they will complete a substantive research paper.  
The purpose of the Graduating Project is to integrate the student’s vocational ministry practice 
with their accumulated understanding of Bible, Theology, and Professional Chaplaincy in their 
specific field of ministry.  All students enrolling must be aware that MIN 250 Chaplaincy and 
Spiritual Care Graduating Project is a self-directed unit of study. 
 
Learning Outcomes for Students 
 
The Graduating Project is a summative and integrative work that will serve as a capstone to the 

student’s entire course of studies in the Certificate in Chaplaincy and Spiritual Care. The 

Graduating Project will build out of work already done in the pursuit of the certificate and will 

allow the student to: 

- Demonstrate an effective integration of biblical, theological, academic and professional 

practice knowledge in practical ministry. 

- Successfully describe and display a depth of understanding, appreciation and 

application of at least one specific aspect of study. 

- Demonstrate reflection on theological and practical issues at a conceptual level that is 

informed by personal learning gained in study and ministry practice. 

- Demonstrate how their learning has relevance in their field of ministry and how their 
thinking in the subject area can be applied in the field. 



 
 
Course Requirements 
 
The Graduating Project is self-directed. Students will be required to set their own course of 

research, reflection and development of the final submission. 

 

The Graduating Project is intended to be more of a project than an essay. Through the project 

students will need to demonstrate how their thinking has or can be applied in their field of 

ministry. The result of this project will be a reflective paper of at least 15 pages and no more 

than 20 pages. 

 

The course will require participation in 2 phone conferences with the professor. The first call will 

be arranged within the first two weeks of the semester (January 2020). The purpose of the first 

call will be for the professor to describe the expectations for the course and to field questions 

from the students.  

 

Following the first call, students are expected to develop their project plan for submission and 

approval of the professor. Students will be provided with a Project Proposal Template to be 

submitted by January 28, 2020. 

 

A Progress Report, using a provided template will be required for submission by March 4, 2020. 

The second phone conference will be arranged for the second week of March 2020. The 

purpose of the second webinar will be to address issues arising from the Progress Reports and 

to support motivation to completion of the project. 

 

The Final Graduating Project Report will be due no later than April 9, 2020. 
 
Summation of Student Requirements: 
 

o Participation in 2 phone conferences 

 Phone conferences will be arranged at a mutually agreeable time during 

 The first two weeks of the semester (January 2020) 

 The second week of March 2020. 

o Submission of Project Proposal Template – January 28, 2020 

o Student Research – academic and practical – January to March 2020 

o Submission of Progress Report Template – March 4, 2020 

o Submission of Final Graduating Project Report – April 9, 2020 

 
Description of the Graduating Project Components and Expectations: 
 
The student is expected to pursue a specific issue in ministry or a significant theological 
question that has relevance to their field of ministry and the practice of chaplaincy. This project 
will evaluate current approaches to the issue and suggest an improved approach. The student 
will evaluate both current and significant literature as well as professional best practices on the 
subject chosen. 
 
Possibilities will be discussed in the first phone conference. 
 
It is important to note that, The Graduating Project is intended to be more of a project than an 
essay. Through the project students will need to demonstrate how their thinking has or can be 
applied in their field of ministry. The result of this project will be a reflective paper of at least 15 



pages and no more than 20 pages of writing, supplementary pages will contain any appendices, 
bibliography, etc. 
 
Note also that, shorter papers (15 pg.) will reflect projects that have a more active field 
component. Longer papers (15+pgs.) will rely less on application and more upon analysis.  Of 
course, all projects need to adequately encompass both ends of this continuum. 
 
The Final Project Report can take a number of forms, but should include each of the following 
elements: 

 Statement of the Issue 

o The paper should present the issue and a statement of intent for the project. You 

should express what you are working on, why you have chosen the subject, and 

how you propose to address the matter through the project. It will be important to 

clearly state how this project is summative and integrative of your course of study 

in the Certificate program. 

 Review of Current Thinking and Practice 

o You will interact with current thinkers and practitioners that are relevant to your 

subject area making full use of academic and personal resources. Show an 

understanding of the current thinking and practice at a local and global level. 

 Academic, Biblical and Theological, Professional Best Practice Engagement 

o Demonstrate in writing that you have a sound grasp of the relevant biblical, 

theological, academic and professional best practices related to your project. 

Demonstrate that your conclusions are well founded on appropriate positions and 

foundations. 

 Description of Personal Engagement with the Issue 

o The Final Project Report will describe your personal engagement with the 

project, both in terms of thinking and practice. Every project should describe 

some level of actual practice/participation in the subject field. Be sure to 

articulate clearly how such time has been invested. 

 Presentation of Observation, Approach, Action or Application to the Issue 

o The project should build from observation and practice to offer some distinctive 

response to the matter/issue that is effectively presented and well-founded. This 

may include a review of the past, an evaluation of leading approaches and a 

proposal or application of a new approach, or even a considerable effort to the 

application of a currently existing principle/approach.  Be sure to consider and 

include implications for mission. 

 Bibliography 

o You should be through your research and readings able to provide a minimum of 

10 to 20 bibliographic items. This will include academic texts, periodicals, 

credible websites and other scholarly works.  The longer the paper the more 

resources expected. 

The degree to which the student fulfills these requirements in writing will depend upon the level 
to which the student engages in fieldwork relevant to the Final Project. Students who choose to 
engage the subject more actively will present a paper that addresses these issues more 
succinctly. In all Final Project Reports, all of the above elements must be adequately presented. 
 
Students should be prepared to invest approximately 90 – 120 clock hours in total towards the 
completion of the project over the duration of the semester.  This time will be spent in research, 
reflection, and practical/field application. 
 
 
 



 
Evaluation of the Final Project: 
 

The Professor of Record will be responsible for the application of the final grade.  

Evaluation will focus on the student’s faithfulness to the requirements assigned in the 

Graduating Project. 

- Participation in webinars associated with the course 

- Submission of Project Template 

- Submission of Progress Report 

- Submission of Final body of work 

Grades will be assigned according to the following: 
 

‘A’ Range Grades: The project is clear and the paper well written with little need for grammar or 
formatting edits. The issue is clearly described with relevant objectives effectively addressed.  
Using academic and theological resources the student describes clear and achievable results 
for the particular issue and ministry setting. 
 
‘B’ Range Grades: The project is clear and reasonably well written. The paper offers a 
reasonable grasp of the issue, academic and theological resources with a satisfactory response 
to the issue with some application for ministry. 
 
‘C’ Range Grades: The project is significantly challenged by issues of grammar, spelling, form 
and style. The issue and project presentation is vague and lacking focus. The paper does not 
display a grasp of academic and theological resources relying on personal opinion. The paper 
demonstrates a lack of integration and is unclear about application in ministry. 
 
‘F’ Grade: The project presents form and style that are unsuitable for certificate level work.  The 
paper has no defined focus, shows little awareness of current discussion and no application for 
ministry. 
 
Late submissions will receive a deduction in marks. 

Letter Grades & Grade Points 
 

A+  (4.5) Exceptional performance with evidence of outstanding original thinking, superior 
organization, exceptional capacity to analyze and synthesize, a superior grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. A final 
grade of A+ may be awarded only with the approval of the Academic Dean. 

A (4.0) Excellent performance with evidence of excellent original thinking, excellent 
organization, excellent ability to analyze and synthesize, an excellent grasp of the subject 
matter with sound critical evaluations, evidence of an extensive knowledge base. 

B+ (3.5) Very good performance with evidence of original thinking, very good organization, 
demonstrated ability to analyze and synthesize, a very good grasp of the subject matter, 
evidence of good critical judgment, a very good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination, very good familiarity with the relevant literature. 

B (3.0) Good performance with evidence of a good grasp of the subject matter, evidence 
of critical capacity, good analytical ability, a good understanding of the relevant issues under 
examination, evidence of good familiarity with the relevant literature. 



C+ (2.5) Satisfactory performance with evidence of a satisfactory grasp of the subject 
matter, evidence of critical capacity, demonstrated analytical ability, an understanding of the 
relevant issues under examination, evidence of familiarity with the relevant literature. 

C  (2.0) Adequate performance with evidence of an adequate grasp of the subject matter; 
some evidence of critical capacity, an ability to develop solutions to simple problems found in 
the material; evidence of familiarity with some of the relevant literature. 

D  (1.0) Marginal performance with evidence of marginal familiarity with the subject matter 
and some evidence that critical and analytical skills have been used. 

F   (0) Inadequate performance with little evidence of even a superficial understanding of 
the subject matter; serious weaknesses in critical and analytical skills; limited or irrelevant use 
of the literature; failure to satisfy course requirements. 

Academic Policies 
Academic Integrity 
It is a serious offence to present a piece of work for course credit as one’s own if the work or a 
portion thereof was done by some other person (plagiarism). Actions of plagiarism harm both 
the student and the reputation of the University College.  Plagiarism or any form of cheating in 
examinations or term tests (e.g. crib notes) is subject to serious academic penalty that may 
include loss of part or all of the marks for an assignment/test, failure in the course, dismissal 
from the University College, or other serious consequences.  Plagiarism or cheating in a course 
in which a student is cross-registered with the University of Manitoba may lead to disciplinary 
action by the University according to its policies. 
 
To plagiarize is to take ideas or words of another person and pass them off as one’s own. In 
short, it is stealing something intangible rather than an object. Obviously it is not necessary to 
state the source of well-known or easily verifiable facts, but students are expected to 
acknowledge the sources of ideas and expressions they use in their written work, whether 
quoted directly or paraphrased. This applies to diagrams, statistical tables and the like, as well 
as to written material and materials or information from Internet sources.  Failure to do so 
constitutes plagiarism. It will also be considered plagiarism and/or cheating if a student submits 
an assignment in whole or in part by someone other than him/herself, or copies the answer or 
answers of another student in any test, examination, or take-home assignment.  
 
At the beginning of their program of study, all students are required to complete the prescribed 
plagiarism tutorial. 
 
Instructors are required to report all allegations of plagiarism or cheating to the Academic Dean 
before a grade is assigned. The original assignment is submitted to the Academic Dean.  
 
The Academic Dean will chair a joint meeting of student and instructor to hear both the 
allegations and the student’s response to the allegations. The Academic Dean will then make a 
determination whether or not plagiarism or cheating has in fact occurred and decide on 
appropriate disciplinary measures. The student and instructor will be notified of the Academic 
Dean’s decision in writing. A copy of the decision will be sent to the Registrar and University 
College President. The student has the right to appeal the decision of the Academic Dean (see 
Academic Appeals). 
 
Policy on the Use of Personal Computers, Electronic Devices and Cell Phones in Booth 
Classrooms 
We consider the Booth classroom environment to be a special place of focused engagement 
between professors and students. As such, electronic devices are allowed in the classroom only 
for the purposes of course instruction. The use of computers, the internet (including email), 



downloaded material, or other electronic devices such as cell phones require the express 
permission of the instructor. Social networking sites such as Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 
other related activities are not permitted in Booth classrooms. The use of personal computers 
and other electronic devices in the classroom is a privilege which may be withdrawn at the 
discretion of the instructor. 


